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“Farm Conversatmn explores

hmm
Editor

Clarence farms need support
and respect, said Hans Mobies.

“It's just wery important to get
back to aur Foots — to let people
kmow there's food on our table
becanse of farmers,” he said.

Mobdius hosted a recent "Farm
Conversation™ at his Maple Fow
Farm on Salt Hoad in Clarence.

The June 13 event drew aboot
46 poople, he snid. Aboot 70 inwi-
tations were sent out to those
identified as involved in agricul-
ture by the town's assessment
rolls.

“We were just delghted thal we
had swch a good fumout,” he
saudd,

The event was presented by the
Erie County Farm DBureau, of
whirh Mohius is a board member,
amdd Clarence Supervisor Soott
Bylewsli. It included presenta-
tions by Alben Weber of the Town

from the Westem Mew Tork Land
Conservancy, Clarence Anirnal
Controd Officer Jerome Schuler,
engineer Timothy Lawocat and
Dioug Emnersan from the biomass
industry, which irvobves hiologi-
cal emergy SOArces.

Participanis were able to ask
quesions of the presenters.

Clarence has a pumber of horse
farrrs and other forms of agricul-
ture, which have a sigaificant
imnipasct o thee local economay, exid
Mobius, He said agriculture ben-
efits the town in various of ways,
incloding through the necessary
purchiases of fesd, straw and hay,
and other items.

The numbser of farms n MNew
York State has shrunk from about
350,000 in the 1960s to 36,000
tomday, he anid, bat Clarence still
has abowi 50 percent Farmland.
Mobius sxid he hopes to see (f
remain thal way,

The Erie County Farm Bureau

encouraged Clarence to posas a
Hight to Farmi Law and has been
succesaful in getting 21 mundci-
palities in Erie County to enmct
such a law. Mobius said the orga-
rization hopes to get the others to
oo a0 in the future,

The Farm Burean i= interested
in bringing this Farm Conversa-
tion format to GtheT Lrwns and 15
creating a pamphlet on it now, he
said.

Drainage is an issue thal im-
pacts many Clarenee residents,
including farnmers.

Musch of the northers part of the
town used to be farmland, with
ditches kept elean by farmners,
sald Mobiz When the ditches
stopped being maintained, they
filled with wrees and other mate-
rals and sarted causing prob-
beins for other  pasts of  the
L

The towm engineer discussed a
trwn-wide drainage plan in devel-
cpment, with a report on it 1o be
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